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01 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Bruce 
 
I am writing to update you on changes to our plans for Scottish Government fiscal events 
during 2020 in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. In our response to COVID-19, it is essential 
that we focus on work that is business critical to enable the Scottish Government and the wider 
public sector to deliver immediate priorities.  
 
I understand that the Committee has now suspended its programme of work and is not 
planning to formally meet for the foreseeable future. Notwithstanding this, I recognise that the 
Committee still has a key function to play in terms of scrutinising fiscal and financial decision-
making, including this Government’s response to the COVID-19 crisis.  I am committed to 
keeping the Committee informed through the use of correspondence and will keep you 
updated of any changes or developments as well as give the Committee an opportunity to feed 
in views where appropriate. 
 
Medium Term Financial Strategy 
 
I have had to take the decision to delay the publication of the Medium Term Financial Strategy 
(MTFS). 
 
At this time it is crucial that we focus on work which is absolutely business critical and required 
to keep the Scottish Government and wider public sector functioning.  Consequently, I have 
had to deprioritise a range of planned activity, including the MTFS. 
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I appreciate that this means that the MTFS will not meet the timescales set out by the Budget 
Process Review Group. I hope that you are content to agree that this is a proportionate 
approach in the current context. 
 
In due course, the MTFS will perform a key role in providing Parliament with a medium-term 
view on the public finances. We will keep its publication date under review, as the current 
situation progresses.  
 
Resource Spending Review 
 
Scottish Ministers have previously indicated our intention to complete a multi-year Resource 
Spending Review during 2020, following the completion of the UK Spending Review. However, 
noting that the UK Government has now confirmed its Spending Review will be delayed 
beyond the summer, it is now also my intention to postpone our Resource Spending Review. 
Instead, we will focus on what could be a very challenging Scottish Budget 2021-22 and how 
it responds to the impacts of COVID-19 and underpins the Government’s programme going 
forward.  
 
Capital Spending Review and Infrastructure Investment Plan 
 
We have planned to publish the Capital Spending Review and Infrastructure Investment Plan 
in June. Clearly, however, the focus and format of these pieces of work and the way in which 
they are developed will need to evolve with wider events and organisational capacity. The 
Cabinet Secretary for Transport, Infrastructure and Connectivity and I are looking at how best 
to ensure these outputs play a role in economic stimulus and recovery, and now envisage that 
their publication is likely to be after the summer recess. 
 
I recognise the importance of ongoing dialogue and engagement and have asked my officials 
to keep in close touch with the Committee clerks to that end. 
 
I am writing separately to the Scottish Fiscal Commission to advise of this position. 
 
 
 

 
 

KATE FORBES 
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